60	STAGES IN AN ACTION
7^1 Application of the lex causae
what is This chronology of an action raising a question of private
^^international law has now reached the final stage. Nothing
°	remains but for the judge to apply the lex causae. At first sight
this seems to be a comparatively simple task, since presumably
all that is required is to give effect to the appropriate internal
law rule of the lex causae. If, for instance, a man has died in-
testate leaving movables in England, it seems obvious that if
he died domiciled in England the rules of distribution con-
tained in the Administration of Estates Act must be applied,
and equally obvious that if his last domicil was in Italy effect
must be given to the equivalent rules of the Italian civil code.
But the life of the law has not always been the obvious. To
appreciate this fact, however, it is necessary to consider the
matter according as the lex causae is English or foreign.
^^Construction of the lex causae when it is English.
internal In this case, the obvious represents the law. It is the appro-
Uwaptf/!* Pr^ate ru^e °f English internal law that must be applied to the
causaeis case. Thus if, in the example given above, the deceased died
English domicilecl in England, the scheme of distribution imposed by
the Administration of Estates Act must be followed. There can
be no question of paying any further regard to the private
international law of England. The function of that department
of the law is purely selective and its selection of English law as
the lex causae must perforce refer to English internal law,
i.e. to the rules applicable to a purely domestic situation, having
no foreign complexion.
ffi) Construction of the lex causae when it is foreign.
I. The question theoretically considered
The prob- The selection of a foreign lex causae creates a more complex
?if/£ s*tuati°n- Tiie difficulty is to determine the sense in which the
causae is lex causae must be understood. If, for example, the English
foreign ruje for fa> choice of law refers to the law of Italy, what mean-
ing must be attributed to the 'law of Italy* ? The difficulty is
In re Doetsch, [1896] 2 Ch. 836 and other similar cases, infra, p. 696 (whether
a rule regulating the order in which parties must be sued affected procedure or
substance); Huber v. Bteiner (1835), 2 Bing. N.C. 202 and other simikr cases,
infra, p. 688 (whether a statute of limitation goes to substance or procedure);
Euntlngton v. Attrill, [1893] A.C 150, infra, p. 140 (whether a New York
statutory rule was penal or remedial).

